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M®RINDA SPORTS

Miramonte and Campolindo make it to NorCal Tournament

Charlie Engs
By Jon Kingdon

Concluding their season with a
16-12 record, the Miramonte
boys water polo team had a lot
to hang their hats on. Following
a 16-11 record last season
which concluded with the
Matadors falling to Sacred
Heart Prep in the NorCal finals,
history repeated itself, to a de-
gree, with Miramonte losing to
Sacred Heart Prep again though
this time in the semifinals by a
score of 12-8.

Miramonte earned a 4th
seed in the NorCal tournament
after making to the finals of the
North Coast Sectional tourna-
ment but coming up short
against De La Salle 12-8. Coach
Lincoln Haley was disappointed
in the loss but acknowledged
the play of De La Salle. “It was
good to make it to the NCS final
but for us, we always have the
same goal which is to win the
NCS,” Haley said. “De La Salle is
an incredible team with a great
staff so we knew going in it was
going to be a battle and it was
tough the entire game.”

Just three days later, Mira-
monte took on St. Francis in
their opening NorCal match and
won the match 12-9. “There was
no hangover from the De La
Salle loss and we were even

down a couple of players,” said
Coach John Nash. “We called
upon a lot of our freshmen,
Tristan Tucker, Jackson Cherry
and Brock Bliss, and even asked
seniors Luke Lewis and Matteo
Petty to play bigger minutes.”

It was an offense that was
in sync and performing well.
“When we’re playing at our
best, we’re sharing the ball,”
Nash said. “We don’t have one
guy that will score most of our
goals so we are really team ori-
ented with the guys setting up
each other.”

The defense was led by se-
nior goalie Addison Owensby
who was dominant against De
La Salle and St. Francis. “Addi-
son really stepped up and
played one of his best games of
the year against St. Francis with
11 saves,” Nash said. “He really
saw the ball and communicated
well and really anchored the
defense.”

It was a team effort all sea-
son on defense for Miramonte.
“We had three shutdown de-
fenders with Petty, Oliver Sher-
wood and Grant Kurtz,” Nash
said. “Others who were great at
communicating were Charlie
Engs and Brian Edelen. We re-
ally evolved into an outstanding
defensive team.”

The success of the team was

Jackson Cherry

set early by traveling down to
Southern California and playing
against some of their top teams.
“We returned a much better
team and it gave us a lot of con-
fidence playing twice against a
team like Newport Harbor who
is the No. 1 ranked team in the
nation, losing the second time
12-6,” Nash said. “The experi-
ence made us a better team for
sure.”

Campolindo

Despite a 9-14 record in the
regular season, Campolindo re-
ceived the 5th seed in the NCS
tournament, defeating North-
ridge in the first round 9-5 be-
fore losing to De La Salle in the
semifinals 16-8.

Once again, the NorCal
committee took into account the
number of games that the
Cougars played in Southern
California and also their 7-2 di-
vision record with both of the
losses coming against Mira-
monte so they were given the
No. 2 seed in Division II.

“We front loaded a lot of
our tournaments and were not
as prepared for some of those
games as well as we could have
been and in many of those
games we had leads in the
fourth quarter but weren’t to-
gether enough to close out
games that were winnable,”

Patrick Stice

Coach Darren Schroeder said.
“We would like to have com-
peted in the Division I level
since we had beaten some Divi-
sion I teams during the season,”
Schroeder said. “The upside is
that in playing in Division 2
with a high seed, we had the
opportunity to play three
games.”

It ended at two games with
Campolindo defeating Del Oro
in the first round 12-6 and com-
ing up painfully short against
the third seeded San Ramon
Valley 9-8 in the second round.

Campolindo, like so many
of the teams actually would
take more satisfaction in win-
ning the NCS over the NorCal
tournament. “The NCS tourna-
ment is like the Orinda Moraga
Pool Association (OMPA) where
everyone gets fired up to com-
pete there,” Schroeder said.
“NorcCal is like the County
swimming tournament which
follows the OMPA and for many
it just extends your season un-
less you truly have an opportu-
nity to play three games and
come out on top.”

With five senior starters
graduating this year, there are
going to be a number of oppor-
tunities for people to step into
next season. “We’re going to
miss those players because they
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have been an integral part of
the team this season,”
Schroeder said. “Like Grant
Roesch, who has committed to
Santa Clara, Thomas Colpo and
Reid Thorson who has been a
monster in the center.”

Sophomores Hayden
O’Hare, Garrett Chivers and Dy-
lan King were also big
contributors.

Led by junior goalie Joey
Cecchin, the defense was a key
in the team’s success. “We fo-
cused most of our season on de-
fense and it really served us
well,” Schroeder said. “We got
better and better as our defense
evolved and our players learned
our schemes and systems which
included our counter attack de-
fense. Where we had been giv-
ing up counter-attack goals early
in the year, we did not give up a
single counter-attack goal in the
second half of the season. Our
offense came from our defense
and they evolved as well.”

Schroeder is counting on
the younger players on the
team to step up next year. “We
pulled up three of our JV play-
ers for the post season — Lincoln
Sovikk, Jack Elder and Sam
Storrs,” Schroeder said. “We’re
very excited about how they
will contribute to the team next
season.”

Miramonte concludes second undefeated season with NorCal victory
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Miramonte players, coaches and parents

By Jon Kingdon

Miramonte girls water polo ex-
tended two streaks, their second
consecutive NorCal champi-
onship along with their second
straight North Coast Sectional

tournament a week earlier. The
Matadors have now won 67
straight matches (56 under

coach John Roemer).
Miramonte’s championship

game against the second seeded
Soquel High School was un-

- what we’re supposed to, and we

characteristically close at the
half with Miramonte leading 6-
5, the closest halftime score Mi-
ramonte had seen all season.
“We were a little hyped up
in the first half which took us a
bit out of our rhythm,” Roemer
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said. “T just told them to do

let our foundational movement
and offense to take over the
game.”

Miramonte, led by Meghan
McAninch’s five goals in the
game, outscored Soquel 5-0 in
the third period and by 5-3 in
the fourth to make the final
score 16-8. As it has been all
season, movement was the key
for Roemer’s offense.

“We don’t run a typical
center-based offense but one
where we continually move
which generates more ejections
by the other team and when we
ran that offense this season, it
was the best I've ever seen it
run,” Roemer said. “Today we
had the most ejections by our
opponent in any game this
season.”

There were four seniors
(Lucy Berkman-Harvard, Dania
Innis-UCLA, Allie Lurie-
Princeton, and McAninch-USC)
who lettered all four years for
the Matadors, battling through
the pandemic to conclude their
careers with championships

and a career won loss record of
87-6.

“Having a shortened COVID
season made me appreciate all
of the traditions at Miramonte,”
Lurie said. “Even with some
new players every year, we
were always a family. This is
the most unselfish team I've
ever been a part of and the way
we played for each other just
brought so much fun and life to
the game.”

Innis spoke about how
many of them started playing
together when they were 12 and
how special the victory today
was to her. “The second cham-
pionship is a little different be-
cause we’re seniors,” Innis said.
“It’'s amazing to be able to carry
this tradition of winning at Mi-
ramonte. Coach Roemer
brought this offense which re-
ally showcased all of our skills
as a team and has helped us
grow as individuals and
players.”

Roemer was quick to share
the credit for the team’s success
to the character of his players.
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e Ken'’s Rototilling
ﬁ «4W/D Tractors
H « Hillside Weed Cutting
« Mowing - Discing « Rototilling
« Brush Removal Abatement
To Fire Dept Regulations
Free estimates! 925-938-9836

licensed, bonded & insured. CA#667491
www.kensrototilling.com

| House Cleaning |

www.totalclean.biz

Serving Lamorinda since 1985.
Insured and bonded 376-1004.

I' ;l ¥ REDWOOD FENCING
iy e L Y 925-938-9836
* Good Neighbor Fence

» Deer Fencing

 Picket/Split Rail

* RV Gates

* Trellis and Arbors

* Retaining Walls

* Insurance/Storm Repairs

licensed, bonded & insured. CA#667491

Structural Repairs

Since 1989
Alameda Engineering
DRAINAGE SYSTEMS
RETAINING WALLS
FOUNDATIONS
UNDERPINNING
LANDSLIDE REPAIRS
510-537-6550
General Engineering Contractors
Lic. # 562641

alamedaengineering@comcast.net
alameda-engineering.com

$15 per 1/2" classified ad height. Email to:

classified@lamorindaweekly.com

Quetzal Handyman

. NO JOBTOO SMALL
1 Electrical, plumbing,
A concrete, driveways & more...
Please call Carlos Toledo
510-689-7490

Rusty Nails Handyman Service

Repair « Restore « Revamp
Call Rusty- (925) 890-1581

Java Fence (925) 957 1628
Decks, Hog Wire, Arbors,
Stairs, Trellis, Deer Fence,

Chicken coop, Green house
CCL 880556, Free Est
https://java-fence.com

WE HOP TO IT!
(925) 377-6600
LeapFrogPlumbing.com




